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ABSTRACT 

The mission of the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards (NBPTS) is to advance the quality of teaching and learning by: 
maintaining high, rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should 
know and be able to do; providing a national voluntary system certifying 
teachers who meet these standards; and advocating related education reforms 
to integrate NBPTS standards. The five core NBPTS propositions are: (1) 

teachers are committed to students and their learning (e.g,, teachers 
understand how students develop and learn and treat students equitably); (2) 
teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to 
students (e.g., teachers command specialized knowledge of how to convey a 
subject and generate multiple paths to knowledge); (3) teachers are 
responsible for managing and monitoring student learning (e.g., teachers use 
varied instructional resources and regularly assess student progress); (4) 
teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience 
(e.g., teachers read, question, and are willing to try new things, and they 
respect cultural differences) ; and (5) teachers are members of learning 
communities (e.g., teachers collaborate with colleagues and take advantage of 
community resources) . Research evidence on each of the five propositions is 
included. (SM) 
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Maria loves science fiction, Toby is anxious about mathematics, Marcus is 
captivated by jazz. Accomplished teachers also know much more—whom 
their students go home to every night, how they have previously performed 
on standardized tests, what sparks their interest. This kind of specific under- 
standing is used constantly in deciding how to best tailor instruction. 
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(^ 995 )- ^ prototype of expert teaching. Educational 
Researcher . 24(6), 9-17. 
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How do NBCTs address key educational issues? 
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